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Phylogenies 
(aka Evolutionary Trees)

“Nothing in biology makes sense, except in the 
light of evolution”  

-- Dobzhansky





Parsimony

• Parsimony is not necessarily the best way to 
evaluate a phylogeny, but is a natural 
approach, & fast.

• Finding the best tree is a much harder 
problem

• Much is known about these problems; soon- 
to-be-published book by Joe Felsenstein will 
be great resource.

Phylogenetic 
Footprinting

See link to Tompa’s slides on course web page


