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Two Contrasting Views

» Alexander Graham Bell Society (AGB)
» National Association of the Deaf (NAD)
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AGB

* “Your advertisement perpetuates a
common myth that all people who are
deaf can only communicate using sign
language, and are, therefore isolated
from the rest of society.”
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NAD

* “We find it deplorable that AGBell
continues to perpetuate the myth that
the use of ASL isolates deaf people
from mainstream society, a stereotype
that is far from the truth.”
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Harlan Lane

 The Mask of Benevolence, 1992, Knopf

* Wrote other books
> When the Mind Hears
> The Wild Boy of Aveyron

* Introduced to deafness in mid-career,
otherwise has no connection with Deaf
community.
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Lane’s Models

* Infirmity Model — Deaf people are
broken and need to be taken care of,
made normal, and made more like us.

e Cultural Model — the signing community
of Deaf people forms a unique culture
that should be respected like any other
culture.

(similar to medical/rehabilitation vs. social
models discussed in the technology lecture)
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Paternalism

» “A system under which an authority
undertakes to supply the needs and
regulate the conduct of those under its

control.” Lane 1992
« Examples

> Colonizers control of colonized people in
Africa and other parts of the world.

> Deaf professionals control deaf education,
psychology, vocational rehab, ...
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Audism

» Paternalism practiced on the Deaf world.

* Psychology of the Deaf
> Dependent, poor language, impulsive,
paranoid, .... (terms in the psychology of the
deaf literature and in colonization literature)
» Deaf Education

> Speech, Lip Reading, and Hearing are
paramount.
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Audism (Con't)

Medicine

> Modern hearing technology will make the
child as “normal” as possible.

All audists agree that they know what is

best for the deaf child and adult. We

don’t need to listen to the Deaf

community because they do not have

the judgment that we do.
A story
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The Conundrum

Deaf culture is not passed down from
generation to generation in the family,
except for the small percentage of deaf
people who have deaf parents.

Most deaf children (90%) have hearing
parents who are part of the dominant
Hearing culture, the “colonizers.”
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If | had a deaf child

« would I provide him/her with the best
hearing technology | could afford?

» would I spend countless hours with
him/her on lip reading and speech?

« would | learn sign language?

» would | consult the Deaf community for
advice?
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Hearing Children of Deaf Parents
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Paul Preston’s Study

1994 — Harvard University Press
Preston himself had deaf parents

Preston is an anthropologist who based
his research on in-depth interviews from
150 “informants.”

The book is full of quotes from his
interviews.
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Some Data

65/150 (43%) work with deaf children or
adults

> Teacher

> Counselor

> Minister

> Speech therapist

> Audiologist

91/150 (61%) had worked or were currently
working with deaf people

30/150 (20%) never learned sign language
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Families

Two deaf parents or one deaf parent
Only child

Multiple children

> Oldest daughter often becomes the family
interpreter

Deaf siblings

Often deaf parents only deaf people in
the extended family.
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Views of Many Informants

Often interpreted for parents

> With hearing outsiders — in person and phone
calls

> With siblings
> With grandparents and other relatives
Often felt they “made decisions” for parents.

Cr)]ften felt that parents were too dependent on
them.

Almost all felt proud of their parents and how
they faced their challenges.
Almost all had respect for Deaf Culture.
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Immigrant Comparison

e Immigrant
> Grandparent — Parent - Child
original language — bilingual — English
» Deaf Family

> Grandparent — Parent — Child
English — Sign - bilingual
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Moderating Between Cultures

» “A Hearing culture whose nuclear, child-
centered families rely on defined roles, a
hierarchical structure, and, at times an
obsession with individualism.” Preston, 1994

» “A Deaf culture in which the family reflects a
community that is peer-based and
interdependent, and whose goals are to
provide support and communication to other
Deaf people while countering the oppression

of those who speak and hear. Preston, 1994
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Forever Explaining the Deaf World

* My doctor — “l suggest you go to an audiologist
to have your hearing checked.”

» Acquaintance — “Are any of your siblings
deaf?”

* Acquaintance — “You must have learned sign
language naturally as a child.”

» Acquaintance — “How did you learn to speak?”

» Colleague — “Why wouldn’t a deaf person want
a cochlear implant?”
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Discussion
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