
¡ Many	  other	  topics	  …	  like	  chemical	  elements	  
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Encourages Team Playing and Competition 



¡  www.kickstarter.com	  

¡  Entrepreneur	  gets	  presales;	  users	  get	  discounts	  
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¡  beamartian.jpl.nasa.gov	  	  

¡  NASA	  processes	  data;	  user	  gets	  prizes,	  status	  
2/11/15 © 2010-2014 Larry Snyder, CSE 21 



¡  fold.it	  [http://vimeo.com/focusforwardfilms/semifinalists/51888393]	  

¡  AIDS	  research	  furthered;	  users	  get	  status!!!	  	  
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¡ What	  other	  crowd	  sourcing	  activities	  are	  you	  
familiar	  with?	  

	  

2/11/15 © 2010-2014 Larry Snyder, CSE 24 



¡ What	  other	  crowd	  sourcing	  activities	  are	  you	  
familiar	  with?	  

¡ What	  types	  of	  crowd	  sourcing	  do	  the	  
examples	  illustrate?	  
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¡  People	  bring	  a	  variety	  of	  skills	  to	  the	  problem	  –	  	  
§  Gamers	  may	  be	  better	  at	  3D	  visualization	  than	  
people	  selected	  for	  medical	  research	  knowledge	  

§ Motivation	  –	  Learning	  vocabulary	  and	  giving	  rice	  to	  
UNWFP	  is	  better	  than	  learning	  vocabulary	  alone	  

§  Large	  supply	  of	  workers	  with	  nothing	  else	  to	  do	  –	  
▪  Mechanical	  Turk	  exploits	  programming	  skills	  
▪  Being	  a	  Martian	  is	  a	  “better”	  time	  waster	  than	  SuDoKu	  	  

§  Collective	  intelligence	  trumps	  a	  few	  smart	  people	  
¡  Participating	  in	  something	  new	  is	  FUN!	  
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¡  Computers	  and	  the	  Internet	  made	  crowd	  
sourcing	  a	  powerful,	  easy-‐to-‐apply	  idea	  that	  
makes	  the	  world	  better	  

¡ We	  may	  all	  be	  able	  (and	  eager	  to)	  contribute	  
¡  If	  “two	  heads	  are	  better	  than	  one”	  than	  a	  
million	  heads	  are	  at	  least	  better	  than	  500,000	  
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¡  Birthday	  Paradox	  –	  For	  23	  randomly	  selected	  
people,	  the	  odds	  are	  better	  than	  0.5	  that	  two	  
of	  them	  have	  the	  same	  birthday	  

¡  Odds	  are	  0.999	  when	  there	  are	  just	  70	  people	  
¡  It	  should	  be	  true	  in	  this	  room	  …	  
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