
PDP Series

MODEL  DATE  PRICE    BITS NUMBER COMMENTS
    =====  ====  ======== ==== ====== ========
    PDP-1  1960  $120,000 18       50 DEC's first computer
    PDP-2            NA   24        - Never built?  Prototype only?
    PDP-3            NA   36          One built by a customer*, not by DEC.
    PDP-4  1962   $60,000 18       45 Predecessor of the PDP-7.
    PDP-5  1963   $27,000 12    1,000 The ancestor of the PDP-8.
    PDP-6  1964  $300,000 36       23 A big computer; 23 built, most for MIT.
    PDP-7  1965   $72,000 18      120 Widely used for real-time control.
    PDP-8  1965   $18,500 12  ~50,000 The smallest and least expensive PDP.
    PDP-9  1966   $35,000 18      445 An upgrade of the PDP-7.
    PDP-10 1967  $110,000 36   **~700 A PDP-6 followup, great for timesharing.
    PDP-11 1970   $10,800 16 >600,000 DEC's first and only 16 bit computer.
    PDP-12 1969   $27,900 12      725 A PDP-8 relative.
    PDP-13           NA             - Bad luck, there was no such machine.
    PDP-14                        *** A ROM-based programmable controller.
    PDP-15 1970   $16,500 18      790 A TTL upgrade of the PDP-9.
    PDP-16 1972      NA   8/16      ? A register-transfer module system.
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PDP-7

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPioENtAHuY

Ken Thompson (sitting) 
Dennis Ritchie

PDP-11

David Conroy’s PDP-10/X - 2002



http://pdp11.aiju.de

interesting bits
• smaller end machines often used as the front end to “big iron” machines 

• origin of “hackers” and “open source” 

• stuck with 36 bits 

• big bad little endian 

• time sharing! 

• scheduling and virtual memory designed needed 

• virtual memory was from segments 

• “fast memory” 

• super CISC (complex instruction set computer)


